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esto Michalovce —,Srdce Zemplina” — je situované v riecnej nive La-
borca. Prirodzent hranicu zo zdpadného smeru predstavuji Slanské
vrchy, na severe sa vypina Beskydské predhorie a Vihorlatské vrchy.
Dnesné Michalovce st okresnym mestom s takmer 40 tisic obyvatelmi, pricom
administrativne patria do Kodického samosprdvneho kraja. Je tu pomerne dobra
infrastruktdra arozvinutd priemyselnd vyroba. Mesto predstavuje izaujimavi
multietnickd a multikonfesiondlnu lokalitu.
Najstarsie osidlenie michalovského chotéra je datované do obdobia praveku. Sa-
motné Michalovce sa v listinach prvykrat spominaju az v roku 1244, ako mesto
st uvadzané zaciatkom 15. storoia.
Vyvoj Michaloviec bol tzko spéty jednak soSlachtickou rodinou Sztdrayovcov
(z tohto rodu pochédzalo i niekolko vyznamnych osobnosti), jednak s dejinami Zi-
dov (napr. v roku 1867 sa tu stretlo 24 uhorskych rabinov na zndmej, Michalovskej
synode”). V rokoch 1919 az 1922 zas Michalovce tvorili — v rdmci novovzniknutej
Ceskoslovenskej republiky — administrativne centrum Zemplinskej Zupy.
K vyznamnym sakralnym stavbam na izemi mesta mozno zaradit zaklady rotun-
dy, pévodne goticky rimskokatolicky Kostol Narodenia Panny Mérie, barokovo-kla-
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'|' he town Michalovce — “The Heart of Zemplin” — is situated in the river flood-
plain of Laborec. The natural boundary from the west is created by the Slanské
Hills, in the north there are Beskydy Foothills and Vihorlat Mountains.

Present-day Michalovce is the county town of almost 40 thousand inhabitants,
which administratively belongs to the Kosice Self-Governing Region. There is
relatively well done infrastructure and developed industrial production. The town
represents interesting multiethnic and multiconfessional locality, too.

The oldest settlement of Michalovce area is dated to the prehistoric period. Stand-
alone town Michalovce was for the first time mentioned in the written record
in 1244, but as a town it was mentioned at the beginning of the 15th century.
Developing of the Michalovce was closely linked with the noble Sztdray family
(several prominent personalities originated from this genus) and with the history
of Jewish people (for example 24 Austro-Hungarian rabbis met here on the famous
“Michalovce Synod” in 1867). In 1919 — 1922 the town Michalovce was — within
newly formed Republic of Czechoslovakia — administrative centre of Zemplin region.
Among the most important sacral buildings in the town are foundations of ro-
tunda, originally Gothic Roman-Catholic Church of the Navity of the Virgin Mary,

sicisticky gréckokatolicky Chrdm Narodenia Presvétej Bohorodicky, neogoticku
KapInku svdtého Antona Paduanskeho na Hradku ¢i Klastor redemptoristov
spolu s neobyzantskym klastornym Chramom Zoslania Svétého Ducha.

K zaujimavym Castiam Michaloviec tieZ patri Centrdlna mestskd zéna s viace-
rymi zachovanymi historickymi budovami, Kostolné ndmestie (pdvodné histo-
rické centrum mesta) s barokovo-klasicistickym kastielom (v sicasnosti v fiom
sidli Zemplinske mazeum) ¢i lokalita Hradok.

Nachddzaju sa tu aj moderné sidliska, v poslednych rokoch bolo vybudovanych
niekolko velkych nakupnych centier.

Pestry je i kultdrno-spolocensky Zivot Michaloviec — reprezentuje ho viacero tra-
dicnych podujati (napr. Zemplinsky jarmok a Zemplinske slavnosti), ¢innost vyvija
niekolko umeleckych telies (asi najznamejsim z nich je folklérny sibor Zemplin),
v meste tieZ Zije a tvori,,maliarka Zemplina” Ludmila Lakoma — Krausova.

Baroque-Classicistic Greek-Catholic Church of Navity of the Blessed Mother
of God, Neo-Gothic Chapel of St. Anthony of Padua in Hrddok and the Monas-
tery of Redemptionists together with the Neo-Byzantine Church of the Bring-
ing Down of Holy Spirit.

The Central Town Area with all its preserved historical buildings belongs to the
interesting parts of the town Michalovce, also Kostolné ndmestie (Churches’
Square, originally historical center of the town) with Baroque-Classicistic man-
sion (nowadays the seat of The Zemplin Museum) and area called Hradok.
There are modern housing estates in the town and in the recent years there
were built several large shopping centers, too.

The social and cultural life of Michalovce is also colorful — it is represented by
several events (for example Zemplin Fair and Zemplin Dance and Song Festi-
val), there are some active art groups in the town (the most famous within




V Michalovciach sa narodili, resp. tu pdsobili mnohé popredné osobnosti svo-
jej doby — uviest mozno Alberta z Michaloviec (v obdobi stredoveku zastaval
Urad priora, ¢iZe najvyssieho predstaveného radu johanitov v celom Uhorsku),
Teodora Jozefa Moussona (,maliara zemplinskeho sinka a ludu” prvej polovice
20. storocia), blahoslaveného redemptoristu Metoda Dominika Trcku, basnika
Gorazda Zvonického i kiiaza Stefana Hlavaca.

Mesto tieZ patri medzi vyznamné centrd vzdeldvania v celom regiéne. Od 90.
rokov 20. storodia si tu svoje pobocky a detaSované pracoviskd postupne zria-
dili tri univerzity a jedna vysokd Skola (Studenti tak mozu nadobudnit vysoko-
Skolské vzdelanie v roznych oblastiach), v Michalovciach sidlia aj dve gymndzia
(jedno z nich — Gymndzium Pavla Horova — vzniklo v roku 1922 a je najstarsim
gymndziom v regiéne Zemplina, patri i medzi najlepsie Skoly svojho druhu
v rdmci celého vychodného Slovenska) a dalSie vzdeldvacie institucie.

them is the folklore ensemble Zemplin), “the paintress of Zemplin” Ludmila
Lakoma — Krausova lives and works in the town, too.

In Michalovce there were born or have worked many famous personalities of
their time — here can be mentioned Albert from Michalovce (in the Middle Age
he served as a priory, which was the superior of knights called Hospitallers, in
whole Hungarian area), Teodor Jozef Mousson (“painter of Zemplin’s sun and
people” from the first half of the 20th century), Blessed Redemptionist Metod
Dominik Tréka, the poet Gorazd Zvonicky or the priest Stefan Hlavac.

The town is the center of education in the whole region, too. From 90s of the 20th
century branches of three universities and one college have been established
here (so students can aquire higher education in various fields), there are located
two secondary grammar schools in Michalovce (one of them — Gymndzium Pavla
Horova, founded in 1922 — is the oldest school of this type in Zemplin region, it
also belongs to the best schools of its kind in whole eastern Slovakia) and some
more educational institutions.

o

Tunajsia nemocnica (v stiasnosti nesie nézov Nemocnica s poliklinikou Stefana Kuku-
ru) bola zriadend eSte v 19. storodi ako prva svojho druhu v slovenskej Casti Zemplina.
Sportové aktivity v Michalovciach dnes zastre3uje 40 klubov. Historicky najus-
pesnejsim Zenskym kolektivom v rdmci mesta je klub HK luventa Michalovce,
ktory sa stal viacndsobnym majstrom Slovenska, resp. vitazom Cesko-sloven-
skej interligy (WHIL) v hddzanej Zien. Charakter najmasovejsieho 3portu si
i nadalej udrziava futbal, pricom Mestsky futbalovy klub Zemplin Michalovce
m4d uz takmer 100-rocn tradiciu. Organizuje sa tieZ mnoZstvo Sportovych
podujati (dlhoroéni tradiciu ma napr. Podvihorlatsky maratdn). V poslednom
obdobi k nim pribudol aj in-line maraton ¢ minimaratén v aerobiku, mestsky
trad zastre3uje i viacero mestskych 3portovych lig (,0 pohdr primatora mes-
ta”) vo vietkych vekovych kategéridch.

Zaujimavé je aj okolie Michaloviec — medzi najvyhladévanejsie turistické loka-
lity mozno zaradit Zemplinsku $iravu, Vinianske jazero, pohorie Vihorlat alebo
jazero Morské oko.

The local hospital (at presentis called Stefan Kukura s Hospital and Clinic), founded
in the 19th century, was the first one of its kind in Slovak part of Zemplin.
Nowadays the sports activities in Michalovce are realized by 40 clubs. Historically
the most successful women’s team within the town is the club HK luventa
Michalovce, which became multiple champion of Slovakia, respectively winner
of the (zech-Slovak interleague (WHIL) in women’s handball. But still the
most common sport is football, The Town Football Club Zemplin Michalovce
has almost 100-year tradition. There are organized a lots of sports events (long
tradition has, for example, The Podvihorlatsky Marathon). In recent time in-line
marathon or minimarathon in aerobics was added to them, the town authority
donated many sports leagues (“Mayor s Cup”) in all age cathegories.
Surroundings of Michalovce is interesting, too — within the most visited
tourist sites belong Zemplinska Sirava, Vinianske jazero (Vinné Lake), Vihorlat
Mountains or lake Morské oko (The Sea Eye).
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